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Glimpse Into Babylonia Through Letter Files 4,000 Years Old
Business Men's System of To-da- y Had Its Counterpart in Ancient Times,

Even to a Postal Service Which Permitted Messages to Go Astray Clay
Tablets Deciphered by Archaeologists Throw Light on Everyday Affairs,

Customs and Problems of Antiquity Yale's Wonderful Collection
modern, elaborate American

THE system had lta
In Babylonia 4,000 years

fcso. The business man of that day
caused rough first drafts to be made of
the letters he wished his scribes to
send out for him, and these copies on
unbaked clay tablets were filed away
In the man's private records or In tho
archives of the temple.

When they aro found by excavators
of the cities whereon the sites their

Indlters once lived they" are broken
and hard to decipher, with frequent
erasures and corrections upon them.

The letter which was despatched by
the Babylonian business man was a
finished product and was slipped Into
a neat clay case mado to fit It. Loose
sand was then shaken In between the

SUCH AS USED xn
. ...

letter and the case, so that the writing
would not be rubbed off In transit, the
Cap end of the envelope was sealed
and stomped with the Impress of the
tender's signet ring In hot wax. All
this 4,000 years ago!

copies filed were not
protected by envelopes, any more than
are our carbon copies of corresponde-

nce sent out. and equally unfortunate
is it that these files aro the clay
tablets that come oftpnest Into posses-
sion of the archaeologists and must be
deciphered by them to throw light on
antiquity. The recipient of a letter In
Babylonia in 2,000 B. C. read It, an-
swered it, and often threw It away,
much as we do y. Offices then
undoubtedly had waste baskets strong
ones they must have been Into which
thn letters were tossed and from which
thev were regularly by the
office boy upon a dust heap, where
they perished. Rare indeed Is the dis-
covery in a museum collection of a
tablet letter in Its envelope.

Ilnbj-lon'- Ovrn Burleson.
Prof. Henry Frederick Lutz. for-

merly assistant to Prof. Albert T. Clay,
curator of the Tale Babylonian collec-
tion, but now connected with the
Babylonian section of the University
of Pennsylvania Museum, shows that
finished letters in eood condition are
hard to find oven in so notable an
erray 0f clay tablets as the one at
Talc. Among 152 official and private
letters which he examined recently
enly three had envelopes and were
tompleto and unbroken.

One of these three Professor Luta
found unoponcd nnd its contents ob-
viously unread. He has chosen to
leave it sealed because It Is a beauti-
ful example of a sealed Babvlonian

and as such makes
ar Interesting exhibit. Neither on an-
cient nor a modern would reseal a

that had been opened and read,
f" the supposition must bo that Ex-
hibit o. 6820 is a letter that never
reached Its destination or was so
Jng In reaching it that tho person
f"r whom it was Intended was dead
ere It arrived. Ancient letters were
('"patched by couriers; later evl-de- r..

e dug out of the ground points
'o a postal system In cities as large
end Important as Larsa. on tho site
of which all these letters translated
"y Lutz have (as far as Is known)
""i uncovered. This evidence of an
undel.vered letter leads us to infer
'hot Babylonia, too, had Its Burlesonl

the Babylonian Burleson had a
lHer excuse when the malls were
sinw Wars and Invasions came un- -
rpialjfd then by moro than a mat

r of hours- letter carriers and
postal clerks flew to arms and left
!"j"h trifles as the delivery of ordi
nary letters In abeyance.

Another such nn unopened and
letter was found In the

Haininnian archives of the University
of Pennsylvania Museum and duly
chrrpiPipd n tub Sun two or three
)tdrt ago.

I.nrn of 4,000 Years Arn.
V"ir of these letters deciphered by

'"rof I.utz do not turn up fresh
K" d. nor do they make signal S

to data already obtained con-te- n.

n? legul and business documents
P Mous'y deciphered. Evidence,
P' "5 them as belonging to Larsa,
as I .is been said that Important city

of ancient Babylonia, site of the wor-
ship of the sun god Shamash, and
the blbllcan Ellasar of Genesis xiv., 1;
all were written about 2000 B. C, the
classical age of Babylonian history.

They are Important to scholars as
verifying discoveries made by other
Assyrlologlsts, thereby adding to the
sum total of accumulated records from
which the savants, may formulate a
basis on which dates can be fixed, cus-
toms determined and from which per
nonages really historical but now
seemingly mythical from tho dearth
of proof of them can bo fitted Into
logical sequence of reigns.

But somo facts uncovered by Prof.
Lutx in these redactions which are far
from unknown to his fellow archaeol-
ogists are new and correspondingly
ongrosslng to tho publlo in their
psuedo familiarity. Others startle us
with their "progress."

TABLETS WERE ANCIENT
CORRESPONDENCE.

Unfortunately,

emptied

fommunlcatlon

Letter Jfo. 92 In thn mlhwttnn r.nltva
to an apparently established custom In

Babylonia that is y only one of
many revolutionary changes that are
Just beginning to operato in Industry
here, to wit, that of profit sharing with
employees. The agent of a rich man
has written in No. 92 addressing tho
servants of his lord as to their portion
of tho year's profits. Only the brick-
layers for what reason Is not made
clear have had their participation
withheld from them. "Come up and
your case, which you have, establish
before the servants of the King," tho
writer admonishes them.

Larsa may have had its Soviet and
Its Bolshevikl, and tablets of them
have not yet come to light!

Dawn of Labor's night.
This Is the earliest Instance In which

labor Is spoken of as having a definite
status. That Is, 4,000 years ago labor
was Invited to lay Its case before cap-
ital or before the Government which
controlled capital.

Priority of shipments of essentials
in war time was not strange to the
ancient?. Another epistle from an of-

ficer of the Babylonian army to the
commissary department is plainly
marked "rush." It demands grain for
the fighting troops and warns "Do
not withhold it!"

Mothers-in-la- were in evidence. A
lawsuit pertaining to a dowry Is the
subject of another communication, and
mother-in-la- w seems to have held the
winning cards. The writer in report
ing the results of the action, presum
ably to the plaintiffs lawyers, says.
"We have examined their case. Judg-
ment according to the law of our lxrd
wo have rendered them. Tho entire
dowry which Mattatum gave to her
daughter when she brought her to the
houso of Ilushu-Iblsh- we havo said
must revert to Mattatum. We des
patch n sheriff to her. Let them give
unto Mattatum everything in such
good condition as is now beheld."

The Babylonian law was explicit ns
to dowries. A husband was entitled
to certain commodities with his bride,
and tho bride's father (or mother, as
the case might be) had to givo them
to him. But If the marriage turned
out unhappily the wlfo could return
with her dowry to her father's (or
mother's) house. This lawsuit demon-
strates that it was sometimes neces-
sary to fight to enforce the law and
Mattatum won.

Phases From Correspondence,
Previous light thrown on Babylonian

court affairs has denoted that women
always received equal Justtco with
men. "Babylonia had equal laws for
men and women, and equal rights.''
But there are Instances of chivalry
toA-ar- women before the bar of Jus-
tice; pccasionally, as here, seeming
partiality Is shown one. However,
there Is nothing In the old tablets
found so far to show that Babylonia
was ahead of Nassau county.

Tho Babylonian business man was
polite and ceremonious when he wrote
"Yours received and contents duly
noted." Thus ho unburdens hlmSelf:

"May Shamash and Marduk pre-
serve your life!

"Concerning that which you wrote:
'Send for thy brother so that he may
assist thee and a man has destroyed
the vessels of the tcmplo ail took ono
shekel of silver by robbery.' I reply
as follows: 'I have taken notice. That
grain Is not In my field.

" 'Send me 60 qa of flour.
"'(niMUo) my garments, which

are with you, I como continually with,
my request: Send mo one robe! Do
not bo negligent toward mo I You
have always another excuse . . . " The
peevish note has cropped tip In other
letters found on old baked clay tab-
lets. Apparently, who
wrote tho above, was related to his
correspondent Family life has not
changed In thousands of years!

Another letter records a lawsuit,
tho action of an Individual versus the
State This Is the first trace of a
legal action In which the State Is the
defendant.

Xcvr niblcnl Lore.
Biblical students look to the archae-

ologists 'for new light on Old Testa-
ment loro whenever another batch of
ancient tablets are deciphered and
they are seldom disappointed. Tho
most Important find to Biblical readers
In theso latest translations of Prof.
Lutz is his discovery of the name of
Abraham In Its full form In cuneiform
for the first time.-- It occurs in the
course of a friendly letter and was
"written In tho era of tho patriarch,"
says Irof. Clay.

Prof. Ungnad of Oena found am
clent Babylonian forms of the name
some time ago, written

nnd
which ho regarded as exact reproduc-
tions of the patriarch's name In Baby-
lonian and derived from the Semitic
stem mmu. Prof. Lutz and Prof.
Clay share the conviction that Abra-
ham Is wholly of Semitic origin.

This Abraham's father was Anvll-Ishta- r,

a good Babylonian name Ung- -

nad points out, so Abraham must be
Babylonian too. Lutz does not agree
and points to names of fathers and
sons In the Murashu business docu
ments deciphered by Prof. Clay. In
them, fathers with good Babylonian
names have sons who bear West
Semitic names. This, says Lutz,
"points to mixed marriages, or It
shows that tho Jews In Babylonia ac
tually adopted Babylonian names and
later their sons were given names
from the West Semitic home" per
haps by sentimental mothers?

If the archives of the present day
in New York city were to be de
ciphered by somo one four thousand
years hence who had sparse historical
data to work from, what discussions
would arise over the probable deriva-
tion of the names found there! Few
children of certain branches of tho
Semitic race y bear the unadul-
terated names of their fathers, but
their offspring aro often endowed
with the first name of a grandfather
purely for sentiment's sake.

And New York Is such a polyglot
array that tho dclvcrs in A. D. E919

would have moro than the Semitic
names to ponder over!

Rrery Day Matters.
Among the wealth of other docu

ments translated by Prof. Lutz many
havo to do with homely, every day
matters such as tho sale of slaves,
tho purchase of wedding presents, the
exchange of prisoners of war. Theso
ancients wero always at war, so one
may fittingly call exchange of prison
ers of war an every day matter, Hum.
murabl's name is often seen, attest
ing to the universal acceptance of his
laws.

Prof. Ettalene Mears Grlce of the
Yolo iBabylonlan Seminary, one of the
first women archaeologists who have
arisen to take the place of those sev-

eral promising young research work
ers, who fell In Britain's army during
the first years of the war young Guy
Dickens was among them and his was
an irretrievable loss In the Grecian
field of excavation and study has de
ciphered and published a largo collcc
tlon of records from Ur and Larsa, as
represented In tho Yale Museum. Like
Prof. Lutz, her work is chiefly Impor-
tant In confirming and verifying
claims already mado by Assyrlologlsts
at work on other tablets In other col
lections.

Two types' of business documents
appear in her translations legal con'
tracts and chronicles of purely temple
transactions. The latter range from
brief notes of direction as to sales,
purchases, &c, to elaborate Inven
tories of temple stock. The contracts
Include deeds for lands and houses
and promissory notes. The temple
records Include receipts for payments
and rents from temple property and
deal In wholesale terms of .wool, gold,
silver, grain, bitumen and what not.

Children's Copy Dooka.
Sho has deciphered exercise tablets.

proving the oxlstenco of a temple
school at Ur as well as at Nippur.
Yale's collection of exercise slates from
Larsa have already proved the exist-
ence of a school there. "It seems like-
ly," adds Prof. Grlce, "that there were
schools In connection with all tho prin-
cipal temples in Babylonia," a deduc- -

ANCIENT
Hon shared with her by most research
workers In this field.

Several different standard weights
and "measures aro mentioned in the
temple archives, but we know now be-

yond doubt that the Babylonians and
the Sumerlan-Akkadlan- s had tables of
weights and measures, and that they
taught them In tl.elr schools, nnd ac-

cumulated evidence nn that point has
ceased to surprise us. Miss Grlce lias
found another spelling book and a
child's spelling lesson, much corrected.
this one being of tho names of cities.
She Instances the presence of ditto
marks on temple lists, three years ngo,
Prof. Clay made first three years ngo,
whpn ho brought to light a bilingual
dictionary in the Sunlerlan and Baby-
lonian languages. Tho ditto marks
were there used exactly as we would
have used them; when thn second and
succeeding lines had the name form as
the word on the first line theso "check
marks," as Miss Grlce terms them,
wero placed to donote hat.

In tho Grlce redactions we nro In-

troduced to Balmunamhe, tho Rocke-
feller of Larsa In 2000 B. C. The num-
ber and character of the references to
him on tho Yale texts from this dis-

trict mark him as a prominent busi-
ness man; perhaps the most prominent
one of his time. Indubitably hh pri-
vate muniments have been dug up by
the Arabs and sold by them to mer-
chants who deal with nrchwologlsts, and
much gratitude Is due the diggers.

was a busy little man. lie
appears In Yale documents not only
as a witness but as an active party InJ
a wide range of transactions. Ho Is a
purchaser of land and houses and
slaves; he frequently sells all three

INSCRIPTIONS TEMPLE
and at no small figures. He lends grain
and silver and demands cold from his
debtors; he is nn ofllcial on occasion;
V. ....A.d , v .rn.Atnfn.. ftM V. I rrvr.it..d o ...v. v w. ...a -
ray of properties.

Nor were his energies confined to a
few years. They cover a period ex
tending over 11 decade from tho reign
of Warad-Sl- n and throughout the
reign of Hlm-SI- the Intent nbout him
to be deciphered belonging to the forty-secon- d

year of Hammurabi. Through-
out theso years his scribes kept lists
of his employees and their wages
payrolls that only a rich man could
have met.

Several fragments In tho Yale col-

lection have been Invaluable In filling
out other and (presumably) more Im-
portant possessions of other museums,
notably tho Louvre prism. Prof,
Grlco speaks of two Yale tablets which
adequately cover a period of nine
years whoso chronicles havo been
broken off from the Louvre prism of
Larsa n kings and their dates.

In his Bevue d'Assyrlologlo for 1918
Prof. Thureau-Dangl- n published the
Inscription of a four sided prism which,
If uninjured, would have yielded a
complete chronicle of the Larsa
dynasty. The lengths of the reigns of
the first four kings are broken from
tho prism, but can be supplied from
tablet, found In tho Yale collection.
Beginning with the fifth king, the
Louvre prism gives tho formula for
each year to the reign of Hlm-SI-

The second face of the prism Is en-
tirely destroyed and a gap of fifty-fo- ur

years In the chronology lost.
This gap must be restored from finds
In other tablets. In all twenty-nin- e

of the missing years have already been
restored, somo of them tentatively from

AN ARCH EOLOGICAL PARTY si WORK

published texts or from new formulas
unearthed upon Yalo tablets.

The importance of the Babylonian
collection at Yale University and the
rapid development of the Babylonian
Seminary under Dr. Albert T. Clay's
able direction cannot be overestimated.
For a number of years Yale paid scant
heed to several large Assyrian slabs of
baa relief and to bricks on exhibition
In her old library building. They
might or might not be valuable. Wlti
the coming of Dr. Clay as curatpr tire-
less effort was begun to decipher and
place these historically and to add to
them by a wide and judicious pur
chase of other tablets and relics of
ancient Babylonia and Akkadla Su
nt erla.

Yalo has had great good fortune In
her purchases. Indeed, she has often
done better than those universities
that have maintained expeditions upon
the sites of burled cities. She has
added to her treasures until to-d- the
Yale collection numbers more than
10,000 baked clay tablets,! ns well as a
weight of replicas of important monu
ments ana relics found In other mu-
seums. Five years ago the collection
was moved Into a building at Yale
dedicated to Its preservation, but that
building is already too small for it
and Yale will shortly set about raising

The Old Days in Chinatown
newer Chinese restaurantsa nre more American than Orien-

tal. They are white tiled, well
lighted and often charmingly deco-

rated with native prints. You will find
the modern wash bowl, cash register
and cigar stand. Tho phonograph
has replaced the native orchestra. In
place of the bare pearl Inlaid tables
and hard wooden benches wo havo
white linen covers and cano bottom
chairs. Few of us Americans request
chop sticks to eat with; In our youth
there was nothing else to be had. Wo
know their kitchen Is 100 per cent,
perfect because their bill of fare tells
us so, kindly signed by tho local health
Inspector. We havo Chinese dishes yet
American food.

You will bo seated by n rleasant
faced Chinaman who Ih thoroughly
American in speech and dress. It was
not so in tho old days.

In 1885 Hon Low, In partnership
with old Sail Lee, opened the Orange
Blossom, a glittering little Canton
cnf6 in the henrt of Chinatown. Tho
restaurant, which was on tho second
floor of a four story building, had a
balcony extending across its front.
Chinese lanterns were suspended in
reckless profusion from every point.
A flight of stairs ascended from the
street and led to a narrow landing
from which opened the caff. On the
ground glass door at tho entrance was
painted a branch of orange blossoms,
over which was the inscription, "Cam
Ghet,"

I The caf6 was a large, high studded
' . .,i,...J l V. ...1.111 1... .1 .1room, uiviuru m uiu jiiiuwi" 'v
'elaborate screen of wood, which was
! nicreed bv two arches. The arches
supported a carved and glided panel
representing scenes of oriental lire.
A show case containing many pieces of
beautiful embroidery was at tho right
of the ontrnnco. Behind tho cise nung
three tapestries, each depicting n
lovely Chlneso maiden, woven In
threads of gold. Beyond tho tapestries
two Btnall arches similar to those
which divided tho room opened Into
u space from which all the food was
served.

.Sab I.ce'a Service nnd Manic.
At 10:30 P.M. tho Cam Ghet was

almtwt deserted, but gradually the
place begun to Mil up. At a table In

the alcove near ono of the windows a
couple had taken seats. Already old
Sah Lee who always considered "the
service" to be tho most Important part
of his Ijuslness was pattering back
and forth from his customers to tho
cook room. Five chinamen, compos-
ing a string band, shullled across the
room and seated themselves on the
couch In the alcove.

Tho leader of the band who was
I also tho time marker sut at tho head
of tho cot and played a cracked drum
with two sticks. The next man had
a long handled, three stringed banjo,
the double head of which was made of
snake skins. The third musician had
a moon banjo, The next man had a
squeaky two stringed fiddle, shaped
like a hammer and played upon with a
bow of horse hair. Tho fifth man had
an alto violin, shaped like a wooden

money to orect a museum worthy of
this accumulation of Semitic and

antiquities.
Before the war Yale had the third

largest store of Important Babylonian
tablots, Oxford having of 'course the
largest and the University of Pennsyl-
vania museum tho second largest col-

lection In the world. Yale may be said
now to surpass tho University of Penn-
sylvania museum. "With the dearth of
human material In Europe due to the
loss of young archaeologists on the
battlefields and with "tight" money In
European countries Yalo may con-
ceivably forge ahead of Oxford, for a
tlmo at least. In tho field of Assyri-olog- y.

Prof. Clay and his associates have
spent tho last four years In decipher-
ing and redacting, and the Yale Uni-
versity Press is groaning under series
of Important publications that tho ces-
sation of hostilities In Europe will re-
lease for front page newspaper read-
ing. It will take yeears, however, for
them to give to the world tho full facts
gleaned from all the tablets upon
which Yale's scholars are working, and
as Dr. Clay Is getting more and more
tablets Into his possession all the
time, the end of his research work Is
not In sight.

But every lino of it will add to the

mallet, played In the same manner as
the squeaky fiddle.

At a given word from the leader
they began to play a queer composi-
tion, at tho samo tlmo chanting the
melody. As these Oriental strains filled
the air a steady stream of theatre
folk began to pour through the en-
trance. Groups of students with girls,
military men accompanying handsome
women and an old man and his grand-
son. Soon every stool was taken.
Chinese waiters glided back and forth,
bawling out their orders to the cook
in theliitchen at the further end of the
room. One not understanding their
haMts might fancy they were calling
to their partners to come nnd fight thepatrons.

At a centre table, chatting' a mock-
ing gibberish that sounded like Chi-
nese, was n group of college studentsenjoying their dishes of suey and rice.
Seated near ono of the windows was
the old gentleman teaching tho boy
how to use chop sticks. Moro export
with the sticks than the boy were four
Chinamen who sat near them, ull eat-
ing out of a single platter. Tho merry
laughter of tho girls, the guffaws of the
students, the weird tin pan music of
the orchestra, the chatter and hum of
conversation, were momentarily hushed
when a messenger boy d.irted Into the
cafe and shaking a telegram aloft
cried, "In Henry DIxey in the room?"
Again tho guests resumed their noiso
nnd bustle. Peculiar odors lllled the
room. Such relished dainties ns
"wong ye too" (sturgeon head) at J2
a plate, and "park nor ml" (white rice
liquor) nt 25 cents a cup wero In great
demand. There was a peculiar atmos-
phere of abandonment such ns could
be enjoyed In no other place in the
world. One by one the tables were
vacated, Hon Low stood bowing near
tho door and bade every departing
guest "good night."

After the limb. Fun-ta- n.

When the last couple hud gone tho
door was locked nnd barred. Several
servants emerged from the cook room,
swept and washed tho floor. Then old
Sah Lee brought out a fan-ta- n outfit
nnd arranged It In the centre of tho
room. A boy hung three largo sheets
over the tapestries, for all colors are
carefully avoided where fan-ta- n Ij
played. White, the symbol of mourn
lng. Is associated with the Idea of los
lr- - money and is believed to bring

Ji fortune to tho patrons, with cor
icspondlng gains to the house.

The waiters, cooks nnd other ser-
vants, accompanied by lion Low
mounted the stools around tho tablo
nnd the play began Occasionally r
gentlo tapping was heard nt the outer
door, lifter which several Chlnnmen
were admitted to the room. Tnklng
a few high wooden stools they too
Joined tho game. In the centre of the
tnblo was a square called the "t nn
chlng" or "spreading out a tquure,"
which consists of a piece of tin with
Its sides numbered from 1 to 4,

Hon Low, the proprietor, stood on
the highest stool. Opposite Hon Ix)W

was Sah Lee, now called the "hoklm"
the cashier. Hon Low took a hnnd-f- ul

of bright brass "cash" from a pile
beforo him, Joyously exclaiming, "AIol

han La!" (Tho gamo la aiow open;
como In nnd play). Ho covered t"he

coins with a shallow brass cup called

sum total of our knowledgo of the
civilization that antedated the Old
Testament by two, three and fivo thou-
sand years.

In tiro Empire of the Amorites,
which Prof. Clay will bring out shortly,,
he has token his place with Sayco ana
Wright In bringing to the attention
of those interested In ancient history a
forgotten empire. Forty years ago
Sayce and Wright introduced us to
the Illttltes, a peoplo who came bofora
2000 B. C. Prof. Clay has amassed
facts from tablets and monuments
of another ,nearly forgotten empire
which exerted a powerful Influence
upon Its surrounding nations. Amumi
belonged to the period Just prior to the
ascendency of tho Illttltes. t

To Biblical lovers, his deductions are
Interesting as showing that tho re-

ligion and culture of Israel aro not of
Babylonian origin. Israel developed
naturally within herself from an
earlier and Indigenous civilization, the
civilization of Anturru. The Amorites
carried their culture into Babylonia, It
Is true, but ,Prof. Clay proves conclu-
sively that the Semites of tho Old
Testament did not derlvethclr civiliza-
tion from Amoritlc strains absorbed by
them in Babylonia. Tho strain came to
them directly from Amurru, long be-

fore the Babylonian exile.

tho "tan k'ol," or "spreading cover,"
and rapped It repeatedly on tho top
with his knuckles. The players bc-en-

Intensely Interested and laid
their wagers on the numbers they se-

lected. Hon Low raised the cover and
carefully counted off tho "cash" In
fours, one at a tlmo, not touching
them with his hands, but using for
tho purposo a short tapering rod of
black wood. Tho operation was con-

ducted In silence. When the result
was apparent Hon Low mechanically
replaced the separated "cash" into the
largo pile.

After tho game had continued nbout
half an hour Hon Low had lost so
much money that he mado a settle-
ment with the others. Then two of
tlie players were permitted to tako
tho table and run the gamo for their
own profit, paying a small rental to
Hon Low and a fee to Sah Lee for his
services as cashier. The two men se-
lected to continue the gamo mounted
the higher stools nnd cried "Mo! ban
La!" The game was open. If Impul-
sive players in their haste placed their
money on the wrong square it was all
the same, the cashier scooped it In and
paid tho winner from tho box of
money beside him. At times a player'.s
hand encountered another's as ho laid
his stakes on tho table. So supersti-
tious was he at this incident that ho
would not put tho money on the num-
ber toward which he had been reach-
ing.

Hon Low was quite superbtitlous
also, when he was running the game,
for now and then he threw a tiny bit
of orange perl into the box which
held the winning for tho purpose of
purification, ho explained, but really
to bring good luck to the house. Tho
game continued for about two hours.
It was stopped by Hon Low, who then
provided supper for the players.
All ate what they Wished. They did
not address one another, eating the
meal In silence. The Miprer finished,
the Chinamen departed; visitors, ser-
vants, cooks, musicians nnd waiters.
Only old Sah Leo remained.

Again he barred tho door. Hum-
ming a weird strain he quietly put
out tho lights In all the lanterns but
one. Under this particular one. which
nung in me Hirove, ne arranged n
metal lamp and cup. Into the latter

, ho put blt8 of , nd orang0 ,)t.c,
after he had first squeezed tho Juice
Into a bowl. He. hung the cup on a
wire rod over tho lamp, nnd soon fra-
grant fumes of burning orange filled
the room. Turning out thn only lan-
tern now .left burning he proceeded
to scutter about bits of tho burnt
orange as n rite of purification. Quiet-
ly he dipped the tips of his lingers In
the orange Juloe, and touched them to
his eyes and forehead. With a mum-
bled prayer he reverently placed a bit
of the charred orange peel to his lips,
and dropped it back into tho cup.

Old Sail Lee commenced agnin his
feeble, tuneless humming, cast aside
his purple Jacket, nnd lay down upon
the couch. Tho tranquillity of night
enveloped the enchanted room. Fitful
gleams from an arc light outside the
window fell ncross the kind and peace-
ful face of one thrifty, slumbering
Celestial.


